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Abstract.  The purpose of the work is to summarize the author9s and literary information about 
small falconry birds in the territory of Altai, which conventionally means the Altai Territory and 

the Altai Republic. The study of falcons was carried out from 2005 to 2023. based on generally 

accepted methods and their modifications. As a result, it was concluded that 5 species of small 

birds of the falcon family Falconidae (hobby Falco subbuteo, merlin Falco columbarius, falcon 

Falco vespertinus and kestrels: the steppe Falco naumanni and the common Falco tinnunculus) 

live in Altai with different patterns of residence. Among them, rare falcons and steppe kestrels 

(listed in the federal and regional Red Books) and merlin (listed in the Red Book of the Altai 

Territory) are rare. The distribution of falcons depends on the geographic location of nesting 

sites, which is mainly determined by the transformation of the territory and the food supply. 

Hobbies are found on the plain, in intermountain depressions, along the edges and clearings of 

floodplain forests, and in individual forests. It is especially often observed in the forest-steppe. 

Merlin is a nesting, migratory, partially wintering bird, common in open areas of various 

landscapes, rarely found everywhere, more common on migration. The falcon is a very rare 

breeding and extremely rare wintering bird. The steppe kestrel is a very rare falcon with 

negative population dynamics; it inhabits steppe intermountain basins, steppe areas and adjacent 

treeless slopes in river valleys. The common kestrel is very widespread in Altai. The scientific 

novelty and practical significance of the work lies in replenishing the data bank on Altai 

falconry birds, which can be used to improve regional measures for the protection of 

biodiversity. 

Key words: falcons Falconidae, Altai region, Altai Republic, distribution, Red Book. 

 

For citation: Vazhov S.V., Vazhov V.M. Materials for the study of small falcons in Altai.  

=Scientific and practical journal =Vestnik IrGSHA=. 
 

 

�6989A<9. #>4 �;B05< ?>=8<05BAO 04<8=8AB@0B82=0O B5@@8B>@8O 
�;B09A:>3> :@0O (168 BKA. :<2) 8 $5A?C1;8:8 �;B09 (92,6 BKA. :<2), 8<52H59 
AB0BCA �>@=>-�;B09A:>9 02B>=><=>9 >1;0AB8 2 A>AB025 �;B09A:>3> :@0O 
$%(%$ 4> 1991 3>40 2 =K=5H=8E 3@0=8F0E [4]. $538>= @0A?>;>65= 2 
F5=B@0;L=>9 G0AB8 �2@0788 =0 N35 �0?04=>9 %818@8, 3@0=8G8B A B@5<O 
3>AC40@AB20<8: =0 70?045 A �070EAB0=><, =0 N35 A �8B05< 8 =0 N3>-2>AB>:5 3 
A  >=3>;859. 

#B8FK A5<59AB20 %>:>;8=K5 Falconidae, 2 >A>15==>AB8 <5;:85 A>:>;K, 
2 A8;C 0=B@>?>35==KE 8 5AB5AB25==KE ?@8G8= ?>425@65=K <=>3>G8A;5==K< 

;8<8B8@CNI8< D0:B>@0<. 

 =>385 AD5@K 45OB5;L=>AB8 G5;>25:0, @57:85 >B:;>=5=8O ?>3>4K >B 
<=>3>;5B=59 =>@<K, G0AB> =01;N40NI85AO =0 �;B05, 0 B0:65 @07;8G=K5 
4@C385 D0:B>@K 15A?>:>9AB20 =530B82=> 2>7459AB2CNB =0 >@=8B>D0C=C 8 2 
7=0G8B5;L=>9 AB5?5=8 >?@545;ONB @0A?@>AB@0=5=85 8 G8A;5==>ABL ?B8F, 
1;03>?>;CG85 :>B>@KE A2845B5;LAB2C5B >1 5AB5AB25==>< DC=:F8>=8@>20=88 
M:>;>38G5A:8E A8AB5< [9]. � B><C 65, ?B8FK A?>A>1=K ?5@5=>A8BL >?0A=K5 
7>>=>7=K5 8=D5:F88, ?>MB><C A2545=8O > @07=KE 2840E ?5@=0BKE E8I=8:>2 
B@51CNB =5?@5@K2=>3> 4>?>;=5=8O [11]. 

!0CG=0O =>287=0 8 ?@0:B8G5A:0O 7=0G8<>ABL @01>BK 70:;NG05BAO 2 
?>?>;=5=88 10=:0 40==KE > <5;:8E A>:>;0E �;B0O, GB> <>65B 1KBL 
8A?>;L7>20=> 2 C;CGH5=88 @538>=0;L=KE <5@>?@8OB89 ?> >E@0=5 
18>@07=>>1@078O. 
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*9?P <EE?98B64A<O:  >1>1I5=85 02B>@A:8E 8 ;8B5@0BC@=KE 40==KE > 
<5;:8E A>:>;8=KE ?B8F0E =0 B5@@8B>@88 �;B0O. 

 4F9D<4? < @9FB8O. $01>BK ?> 87CG5=8N @0A?@>AB@0=5=8O 8 
G8A;5==>AB8 A>:>;>2 ?@>2>48;8AL 2 ?5@8>4 A 2005 ?> 2023 33. =0 >A=>25 
>1I5?@8=OBKE <5B>48: [10, 19, 20, 21] 8 8E <>48D8:0F89, A?5F80;L=> 
040?B8@>20==KE 4;O 87CG5=8O ?5@=0BKE E8I=8:>2 [3, 4]. � AB0BL5 >1>1I5=K 
@57C;LB0BK A>1AB25==KE 8AA;54>20=89, 0 B0:65 4>ABC?=K5 ;8B5@0BC@=K5 8 
8=D>@<0F8>==K5 @5AC@AK. #@8 >1>1I5=88 <0B5@80;0 8A?>;L7>20;8AL B0:85 
<5B>4K :0: 01AB@038@>20=85, 0=0;87 8 A8=B57 =0CG=>9 8=D>@<0F88. 

$9;G?PF4FO < B5EG:89A<9. � ?>A;54=85 3>4K =0 �;B05 A @07=K< 
E0@0:B5@>< ?@51K20=8O G0I5 2A53> 2AB@5G0NBAO 5 284>2 <5;:8E E8I=KE 
?B8F A5<59AB20 %>:>;8=K5 Falconidae. %@548 =8E :>1G8: 8 AB5?=0O 
?CAB5;L30 2:;NG5=K 2 �@0A=K5 :=838 @07;8G=KE C@>2=59 [12, 13, 14], 0 
45@1=8: 70=5AU= 2 @538>=0;L=CN �@0A=CN :=83C [12] (B01;. 1). 

        
       &01;8F0 13 %B>D4M4NM<9EO 6 K<E?9AABEF< < D98><9 @9?><9 EB>B?O �?F4O 

  

Table 1 3 Declining and rare small falcons of Altai 
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                                �0B53>@8O * (AB0BCA) 
�@0A=0O :=830 
 $( [14] 

�@0A=0O :=830 
�;B09A:>3>  
:@0O [12] 

�@0A=0O :=830 
 $5A?C1;8:8 
�;B09 [13] 

1 �5@1=8:  
Falco columbarius 

=5B 
 

1  =5B 

2 

 

�>1G8:  
Falco vespertinus 

3  2   

 

4  
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%B5?=0O ?CAB5;L30  
 Falco naumanni 

3  1    1  

 

 

  * 3 1. "G5=L @54:89; 2. %>:@0I0NI89  G8A;5==>ABL; 3. $54:89; 4. $54:89, 
<0;>87CG5==K9.  

 

+97?B> Falco subbuteo (@8A. 1) A @07=K< E0@0:B5@>< ?@51K20=8O =0 
�;B05 2AB@5G05BAO =0 @02=8=5 8 2 <563>@=KE ?>=865=8OE, ?> >?CH:0< 8 
;C609:0< ?>9<5==KE ;5A>2, ?> >B45;L=K< :>;:0<. "A>15==> G0AB> G53;>: 
=01;N405BAO 2 ;5A>AB5?8 [15]. !0<8 B5@@8B>@80;L=K5 ?0@K G53;>:>2 CGB5=K 
2 4>;8=5 @. +C<KH 2 0;B09A:>9 G0AB8 %0;08@A:>3> :@O60 25A=>9 8 ;5B>< 
2017 8 2018 33., ?>MB><C 3=574>20=85 MB>9 ?B8FK =0 %0;08@5 2?>;=5 
25@>OB=> [3].  

� �>@=>< �;B05 A>:>;0 2845;8 28 8N;O 2008 =0 3>@5 %0@;K:; 29 <0O 
2011 =01;N40;AO C @. ';CA-+5@30, 0 31 <0O 2AB@5G5= =0 ?@>;UB5 2 4>;8=5 @. 
'@AC; C :>;>=88 ;0AB>G5:; 4 8N=O 2012 ?0@0 G53;>:>2 ;>28;0 =0A5:><KE 2 
2>74CE5 2 C@>G8I5 �0BC-/@K: 2 4>;8=5 +C;KH<0=0 [23]. %>:>; >B<5G5= 
25A=>9 8 ;5B>< 2 *5=B@0;L=>< �;B05 [2].  
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$8AC=>: 1 3 +97?B>. �?F4=E><= >D4=, IB?@<EFB-G64?<EFO9 CD987BDPO.  
10 <N?O 2015. (BFB %.�. �4:B64 

 

Figure 1 3 Hobby. Altai region, hilly foothills. 

July 10, 2015. Photo by S.V. Vazhova 

 

� �;B09A:>< :@05 C G53;>:>2 ?@>A;568205BAO A2O7L ?@8;UB0 A> A@>:0<8 
?>O2;5=8O ;0AB>G5:. � 1968 3>4C C �89A:0 2 <0O ?>O28;8AL ;0AB>G:8, 0 3 <0O 
1K;8 >B<5G5=K ?5@2K5 G53;>:8 [15]. �5A=>9 =0 #@540;B09A:8E @02=8=0E 
A>:>;K ?>O2;ONBAO 2 :>=F5 0?@5;O 3 =0G0;5 <0O, ?>765 ?B8FK ?@>=8:0NB 2 
3>@K. � 1983 3>4C G53;>:8 ?@8;5B5;8 2 ?@543>@LO C A. ,510;8=> 2 <0O, 2 
>:@5AB=>AB8 A. "1@07F>2:0 2 1967 3>4C 3 22 0?@5;O, =0 �0BC=L C A. �>;8=0 
%2>1>4K 2 1988 3>4C 3 26 0?@5;O, 2 =86=55 B5G5=85 @. �H8 2 1982 3>4C 3 26 

0?@5;O. � *5=B@0;L=>< �;B05 G53;>:>2 =01;N40;8 2 >:@5AB=>ABOE A. 'ABL-
�0= 7 <0O 1980 8 C A. /1>30= 3 4 <0O 1983.  

� �;B09A:>< :@05 G53;>:8 >B<5G5=K 2 3=574>2>9 ?5@8>4 2 <564C@5GL5 
�88 8 �0BC=8 29 <0O 1994, 2 8N=O 1974, 12 8N=O 1979, 2 8N;O 1968, 22 8N;O 
1963 [15]. 

� �>@=>< �;B05 MB8 ?B8FK 2AB@5G5=K 2 �0=A:>9 4>;8=5 18321 8N=O 
1968, 2 '@AC;LA:>9 AB5?8 3 29 8N=O 1970 8 9 8N;O 1963, C &5=L38=A:>3> 
>75@0 3 17322 8N=O 1975, 20327 8N;O 1977, 0 B0:65 21 8N;O 1981, 2 
'9<>=A:>9 4>;8=5 2 =87>2LOE @. �:-�5< 3 2 <0538N;5 1953 [15]. 

� 3=574>2>5 2@5<O G53;>:8 G0AB> =01;N40NBAO 2 @07=>>1@07=KE 
;0=4H0DB0E *5=B@0;L=>3>  �;B0O [2].  

�9D5A<> Falco columbarius 3 3=574OI0OAO, ?5@5;UB=0O G0AB8G=> 
78<CNI0O 2 �;B09A:>< :@05 ?B8F0 [16]. "G5=L @54:0O 3=574OI0OAO 8 
G@572KG09=> @54:0O 78<CNI0O ?B8F0 2 *5=B@0;L=><  �;B05, @0A?@>AB@0=5=0 
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2 ;5A>AB5?=KE 8 AB5?=KE <5AB>>18B0=8OE [2]. )0@0:B5@=0O 3=574OI0OAO 
?B8F0 2KA>:>3>@89 .3>-�>AB>G=>3> �;B0O, 345 45@1=8: 4>2>;L=> >1KG5=. 

� �;B09A:>< :@05 A>:>; >B<5G5= 2 >B:@KBKE <5AB0E @07;8G=KE 
;0=4H0DB>2, 2AN4C 2AB@5G05BAO @54:>, => =0 ?@>;UB5 1>;55 >1KG5= [15]. 

�5@1=8: =01;N40;AO =0 ?@>;UB5 2 A5=BO1@O 2012 ?@8 >E>B5 =0 >2AO=>: C 
&838@5:A:>3> :>@4>=0 ["./. �0@<A, ;8G=. A>>1I.; F8B. ?>: �>G:0@U20 [1]. 

"48=>G=0O ?B8F0 2AB@5G5=0 1 <0O 2015 2 C@>G8I5 %5@4F52> %525@>-
�0?04=>3> �;B0O [�.�.  -15;L, ;8G=. A>>1I.; F8B. ?>: �>G:0@520 [1].  �  F5;><  
?>  B5@@8B>@88  40==>9 ?@>28=F88  A@54=55  >18;85  45@1=8:0 3 >:>;>  0,2  
>A>18  =0 >1J548=U==K9 1 :<2 

[1]. 

� 8N=5 2012 3>40 ?B8FC 2AB@5B8;8 C >7. ,C:K@BC7 2 �;NG52A:>< 
@09>=5 [17]. �0@538AB@8@>20=K 2AB@5G8 4 <0O 2014 2 >:@5AB=>ABOE ?>A. 
':@08=A:89 8  4 =>O1@O 2012 3 2 ?>9<5 "18 C �0@=0C;0 [22]. � MB>< 3>@>45 
45@1=8: @54:0O, 3=574OI0OAO 8 A57>==> :>GCNI0O ?B8F0 [5].  

� ?@545;0E $5A?C1;8:8 �;B09 2 1989 3>4C A>:>;0 2845;8 ?> A:;>=0< 2 
>:@5AB=>ABOE <563>@=>9 +C9A:>9 :>B;>28=K 21;878 @09F5=B@0 �>H-�30G 
[8].  

#0@0 15A?>:>OI8EAO 45@1=8:>2 C 3=5740 A >BACBAB285< :;04:8 
2AB@5G5=0 4 8N=O 2011 2 >AB@>2=>< ;8AB25==8G=>< ;5AC 2 CI5;L5 C @. +030=-

�C@307K =0 A:;>=5 3>@K +U@=>9 [23].  

"E>B82H53>AO 45@1=8:0 2845;8 4 8N=O 2014 C �C5:B0=0@-�C@09A:>3> 
?5@520;0 2 .3>-�>AB>G=>< �;B05 =0 2KA>B5 >:>;> 2580 < [8]. 

 ':07K205BAO =0E>645=85 MB>9 ?B8FK 2 =0F8>=0;L=>< ?0@:5 
%09;N35<A:89 8 =5?>40;U:C >B =53> 2 ?5@8>4 A 11 ?> 29 8N=O 2015 [18].  

�  78<=55  2@5<O  45@1=8:8  ?@845@6820NBAO  @07=>>1@07=KE 
;0=4H0DB>2, 2E>4OB 2 A>AB02 78<=59 >@=8B>D0C=K ?>AU;:>2 8 3>@>4>2. � 
�;B09A:>< :@05 A>:>; >B<5G0;AO C A. �;B09A:>5 2 45:01@5 1981 8 1983 33., 2 
O=20@5 1983 8 1984 33., 2 D52@0;5 1982 3>40. %0<:0 42064K =01;N40;0AL 2 
F5=B@5 �0@=0C;0 21 D52@0;O 2011, 0 4 =>O1@O 2012 45@1=8:0 2 ?>;UB5 2845;8 
2 �>@A:>9 ?>9<5. %0<:8 A 4>1KBK<8 A28@8AB5;O<8 Bombycilla garrulus 

>B<5G5=K 1 D52@0;O 2014 8 25 <0@B0 2014 2 �0@=0C;5, 0 9 <0@B0 MB>3> 65 
3>40 2845;8 A0<:C A 4>1KG59 3 1>;LH>9 A8=8F59 Parus major 2 �89A:5 [22]. 

� �0@=0C;5 8 2 53> >:@5AB=>ABOE 45@1=8: =5>4=>:@0B=> >B<5G0;AO ".�. 
 5@:CH52K< 8 !.�. �@8A>2>9 [16].  

%>3;0A=> 40==KE >1 028D5=>;>388 ?B8F, ?@54AB02;5==KE �.�. -15;5<,  
25A=>9 2023 3>40 45@1=8:  =01;N40;AO 2 A;54CNI8E @09>=0E �;B09A:>3> 
:@0O: 24 D52@0;O 2 �;NG52A:>< (=01;N40B5;L �. %CE>2), 12 <0@B0 2 
'3;>2A:>< (=01;N40B5;L �. �>B;>2), 16 <0@B0 2 �@CB8E8=A:>< (=01;N40B5;L 
�. #@85768E) 8 30 <0@B0  3 2  8E09;>2A:>< (=01;N40B5;L �. �>B;>2). 

�B5K<> Falco vespertinus (@8A. 2) @54:89 A>:>; A >B@8F0B5;L=>9 

48=0<8:>9 G8A;5==>AB8 8 A>:@0I0NI8<AO 0@50;><. #> 2A59 25@>OB=>AB8, 70 
?>A;54=85 30340 ;5B =0 �;B05 ?@>87>H;> >G5=L A8;L=>5 A=865=85 
G8A;5==>AB8 :>1G8:0. �A;8 2 196031970-5 3>4K >= 1K; A?>@048G=> 
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3=574OI59AO, <5AB0<8 >1KG=>9 ?B8F59 [15], B> 2 =0AB>OI55 2@5<O :@09=5 
@54>:. 

� �;B09A:>< :@05 2 ?>A;54=85 3>4K 8725AB=0 ?>:0 548=AB25==0O 
7=0G8B5;L=0O ?> G8A;5==>AB8 :>;>=8O :>1G8:>2 2 B>?>;U2>9 ;5A>?>;>A5 C 3. 
$C1F>2A:0. !0<8 2 2016 3>4C =01;N40;>AL 3=574>20=85 1>;55 45AOB8 ?0@ 
MB8E A>:>;>2 2 ?>AB@>9:0E 2@0=>2KE ?B8F 8 4C?;0E AB0@KE B>?>;59. 

"48=>G=KE :>1G8:>2 <K 2845;8 8 @0=55 3 30 <0O 2009 8 11 8N=O 2010 2 
E>;<8AB>-C20;8ABKE ?@543>@LOE 1;87 A. "3=8, 2 <05 2010 3>40 3 2 �85-
+C<KHA:>9 ;5A>AB5?8 C ?>A. �0>7U@=K9, 0 B0:65 16 8N;O 2012 2 
�5@E=5>1A:>< ;5A=>< <0AA825 C >7. &5;5CBA:>3>. 

 

 

$8AC=>: 2 3  �B5K<> (E4@>4 <; 7A9;8B6B= >B?BA<< 6 FBCB?U6B= ?9EBCB?BE9). 
�?F4=E><= >D4=, B>D9EFABEF< 7. $G5JB6E>4. 22 @4O 2016. (BFB %.�. �4:B64 

Figure 2 3 Red falcon (female from a nesting colony in a poplar forest belt). Altai 

Territory, surroundings of Rubtsovsk. May 22, 2016. Photo by S.V. Vazhova 

#> 8B>30< <=>3>;5B=53> >1A;54>20=8O 0;B09A:>9 G0AB8 %0;08@A:>3> 
:@O60 2 201332018 33., <>6=> A45;0BL 2K2>4 > ?@0:B8G5A:8 ?>;=>< 

8AG57=>25=88 745AL MB>9 ?B8FK =0 3=574>20=88. #@8G8=K :@CH5=8O 
3=574>2>9 3@C??8@>2:8 :>1G8:0 =0 �;B05 =5 A>2A5< OA=K. �5@>OB=>, MB> 
7=0G8B5;L=0O 3815;L ?B8F =0 ?CBOE <83@0F89 8;8 2 <5AB0E 8E 78<>2:8.  

%F9CA4O CGEF9?P74 Falco naumanni =0 �;B05, :0: 8 2 4@C38E A818@A:8E 
@538>=0E, =0E>48BAO ?>4 C3@>7>9 8AG57=>25=8O [20]. !0<8 2 <05-8N=5 2007 
3>40 CAB0=>2;5=> 3=574>20=85 =5 <5=55 B@UE ?0@ AB5?=KE ?CAB5;L3 =0 3>@5 
�01K@30=. �45AL >=8 3=5748;8AL 2 =8H0E A:0;L=KE >AB0=F52 2 :>;;5:B82=>9 
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:>;>=88 A >1K:=>25==K<8 ?CAB5;L30<8. "1A;54>20BL 3=574>2K5 =8H8 =5 
C40;>AL 87-70 8E B@C4=>4>ABC?=>AB8.  

&@8 :>;>=88, 2 :064>9 87 :>B>@KE 3=5748;>AL 4> 10320 ?0@ AB5?=KE 
?CAB5;L3, >1=0@C65=K 2 E>;<8AB>-C20;8ABKE ?@543>@LOE =0 A:0;0E->AB0=F0E 
1;87 A. !86=5:0<5=:0. � 2011 3>4C 425 87 MB8E B@UE :>;>=89 1K;8 
>1A;54>20=K, 2 =8E 3=5748;>AL 4> 10 ?0@ 2 :064>9 [�.�. �0@O:8=, ;8G=. 
A>>1I.].  

� $5A?C1;8:5 �;B09 AB5?=0O ?CAB5;L30 A?>@048G=> 70A5;O5B 
>AB5?=U==K5 <563>@=K5 :>B;>28=K, AB5?=K5 <5AB0 8 ?@8<K:0NI85 : =8< 
157;5A=K5 A:;>=K 2 4>;8=0E @5:. � 201132012 33.  >B<5G5=K 27@>A;K5 
:>;>=80;L=K5 >A>18 =0 A:;>=0E 3>@ C 1><0 �8G8:BC-�09 24>;L +C9A:>3> 
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?CAB>5 3=574> [18]. �7@>A;K9 A0<5F AB5?=>9 ?CAB5;L38 CGBU= A84OI8< =0 
45@525 2 �C@09A:>9 AB5?8 =0 15@53C +C8 11 023CAB0 2018 [7].  

"5O>AB69AA4O CGEF9?P74 Falco tinnunculus (@8A. 3) @0A?@>AB@0=5=0 
=0 �;B05 >G5=L H8@>:>. �>48BAO 2 �C;C=48=A:>9 8 #@80;59A:>9 AB5?=KE 
7>=0E, #@8>1A:>< ?;0B> 8 �85-+C<KHA:>9 ;5A>AB5?8. �AB@5G05BAO =0 2A59 
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?0H=N, 2 B0U6=KE ;5A0E %525@>-�>AB>G=>3> �;B0O >1@07>20;8AL 
?>4E>4OI85 AB0F88 4;O ?CAB5;L38, ?B8F0 ?@>=8:;0  23;C1L B0938, 345 ?@5645 
5U =5 1K;> [15].  

 

 

 

$8AC=>: 3 3  "5O>AB69AA4O CGEF9?P74 (E4@>4 G E6B97B 7A9;84 6 A<L9 E>4?O). 
�?F4=E><= >D4=, �B?O64AE><= ID959F. 20 <NAO 2010. (BFB %.�. �4:B64 
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Figure 3 3 Common kestrel (female at her nest in a rock niche). Altai region, Kolyvan 

ridge. June 20, 2010. Photo by S.V. Vazhova 
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=0A5;5=85 <5;:8E A>:>;>2 ?@54AB02;5=> 5 2840<8. �A5 >=8 ?>;57=K5 2 
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AB5?5=L 8E @54:>AB8 3 3 2840 2=5A5=K 2 D545@0;L=CN 8 @538>=0;L=K5 
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